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RESUMEN.

Este trabajo intenta clarificar los principios fundamentales de la “gobernancia” (governance) que rigen las innovaciones en el nivel local y, además, explora cómo estructuras institucionales nacionales alternativas pueden ser moldeadas para fomentar el proceso experimental en todos los niveles de la sociedad. En la primera parte se examina el debate creciente acerca del rol de las estrategias de desarrollo descentralizado en las economías de mercado emergentes. La segunda parte se concentra en el caso de la Argentina en su intento por construir una estructura institucional federal que asista y supervise las reformas administrativas y fiscales en las provincias. La tercera parte concluye con un análisis de las limitaciones políticas para el desarrollo descentralizado en la Argentina y sobre el papel de las entidades multilaterales de crédito para promover estrategias que contribuyan a superarlas. Estudios de caso ilustran diversas experiencias locales y regionales, incluidas en varios anexos.

SUMMARY
This essay analyzes the intersection between local institutional and economic development, while showing how national governments and multilateral agencies can better assist decentralized development. The first part examines the advances made by public-private “partnerships” at municipal and provincial levels across Latin America. Such partnerships have risen in the face of failures by approaches focused mainly on bureaucratic and free market solutions as well as purely centralized and decentralized solutions. I find that partnerships aid development when national or provincial authorities delegate new powers to local actors in order to form new public-private coalitions and when monitoring is based on deliberative or participatory forms of governance. The second part of the essay then turns to a recent institutional experiment in Argentina, in which national government actors, with the aid of the multilateral, attempted to help provinces rebuild their institutional capacities by combining learning and monitoring. Again, such an innovation works when the governance is based on delegation and disciplined deliberation. This analysis suggests alternative paths out of the current crisis in Argentina, but notes that sustainable paths of institutional reform demand a renovation of federalism and the role of the multilateral.
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