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RESUMEN

Este trabajo sostiene que la habilidad de una empresa para acceder a diversas fuentes de conocimiento, y por lo tanto el upgrading (mejoras que incrementan el valor agregado) de sus productos, no depende simplemente de su vinculación con un gran número de organizaciones e instituciones, o con una de ellas en particular, sino más bien con aquellas que actúan como puentes sociales y de conocimiento entre comunidades de productores que previamente se hallaban aisladas. Por medio de un análisis multimétodo de las recientes transformaciones experimentadas por la industria vitivinícola argentina, se pone de relieve cómo el hecho de definir claramente las normas de gobernancia de las nuevas instituciones de ayuda gubernamental permite reafirmar sus cualidades multiplexadas y transversales de redes que apuntalan su habilidad para proveer mejores recursos colectivos y reformular los vínculos entre las empresas”.
SUMMARY
This article shows how government policy in backward societies can reconfigure socio-political relationships, and in turn, build new innovative capacities that can improve firm level upgrading and international competitiveness. We do this through a unique qualitative and quantitative analysis of the Argentine wine industry. The ability of a firm to access a variety of knowledge resources, and in turn upgrade its products, depends on being tied not simply to any or many organizations and institutions but rather to those that act as social and knowledge bridges across previously isolated producer communities. Governments can alter the trajectory of product upgrading not simply through largess or market liberalization but by constructing new public-private institutions with a variety of previously isolated, even antagonistic, stakeholder groups. To the extent that these institutions are constituted with rules of inclusion and participatory governance for relevant public and private actors, they can anchor new multiplex, cross-cutting ties between producer communities that underpin their ability to provide firms with a new scale and scope of services and facilitate new problem-solving relationships between them. That is, governments can reshape the structure and composition of organizational fields, and in turn, knowledge flows, by instigating the creation of new public-private institutions that recombine existing social and knowledge resources in new ways and at different levels of society. We advance this argument through unique combination of institutional and network analysis using original firm level survey data from 200 wineries in the two neighbouring, dominant winemaking provinces in Argentina, Mendoza and San Juan. Our novel methods allow us to show quantitatively how linkages to particular types of organizations and institutions impact firm-level upgrading.  

