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RESUMEN

En la década de 1980 surgieron en la política europea nuevos liderazgos afirmados en un contexto de partidos en retroceso, en especial en el plano de la representatividad electoral y de la cantidad de afiliados. A su vez, los nuevos medios de comunicación de masas contribuyeron a convertir a esos líderes en protagonistas indiscutibles de la competencia política. La política electoral de los países europeos se personalizaba en tanto que las acciones del Ejecutivo tendían a “presidencializarse” (Poguntke y Webb, 2007). Para algunos observadores estas transformaciones se debían a una influencia del “modelo estadounidense”. Este trabajo se propone abordar la teoría de la “norteamericanización” para demostrar que las transformaciones se debieron a procesos más complejos que la simple imitación de un modelo foráneo. Asimismo, esta presunta “norteamericanización”, especialmente en el nivel gubernamental, no parece ser un proceso irreversible.
SUMMARY

The rise of leaders in European politics that started in the 1980s has been different in character from the past. On the one hand, those leaders have asserted themselves in a context of political parties that were undergoing a process of downsizing (in terms of electoral representation and party members) and, on the other hand, the new means of mass communication have contributed to turning these leaders into the undisputed protagonists of political competition. The electoral politics of European countries has become personalized as never before in history, just as the policies of the executives have become “presidentialized” (Poguntke and Webb 2007). Many observers have attributed the transformation of European politics to the influence exerted by the ‘American model’. This paper discuss the hypotheses of the Americanization so as to show that the transformation of European politics were attributable to more complex processes than the mere imitation of an alleged external model. Moreover, this presumed ‘Americanisation’ of European politics, especially at the governmental level, does not seem to be empirically an undisputed trend, but rather a contrasted process.

