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World View and perceptions

The physical world surrounding the Finolteco is the residence of
powerful beings, benign and malign.*here various myths which explain

the origin of the Sun, the moon, of the loeal ponulation and of some
enimals, typical of the areca.

It is difficult to describe the origin myths and the megical places
both very influential in the Dbehavior of Fincoltecos without touching
upon the complete belief system.

Origin myths: There is no myths about the creation of +the world and

of the first man .Sevaral informants coarcidd in saying that the

world was created by Godl Nevertheless they sre conscicus of an

era vreceding this we live in.The deluge separates both. In the pre-
o

ceding era men had no joints and they could only work stone.this

they did just by singing and whistling end the stone weuld pile up

without any direct effort. The men could only rest by throwing them

selves on their "

beds" but sitting or bending over was impresible.
Those men came %o an end. when +the sun Jooked on, the stones boiled
because they were alive and thus all men died. About the de’uge there
are several different versions but with small vericnts.Here is a
synthesis of them. The angel let the men know +that rains would
cover up the towns.Ohly orie coupl e, man and woman believed him end
nelped him build a house %o seck refuge and 2lso to vut animals so

they would not die. Another men decided to seck refuge by himseld ad

e

bu 1% a wooden bo=m."hen the rsins came the box floated during 40
days.sfter 43 days the angel sent the Zopilote( buzzard) to find ount
if there was anybody alive but this stayed tempted by + e sbundance
of carrton.Afte r the buzzard the angel sent the hawk whe returned
saying that the buzzrd was so heavy that he could not 1y back +to
heaven.The @ngel punished the buzzrd by changein the head where he
had had before the rear end and viceversa.fhset is the reazon why buz

zards walle very heavy nowadays.
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“nother prnishment was thet this animal would from then on eat rotten
foods.

The couple that collaborated with the angel received permission
to become man and wife in spite oi being brother and sister.0On the
other hand, the man who had kept aloof was transformed into a2 monkey.
The proof that men have been monkeys before is their appearance
and similar behavior.

The myth of the cricin of the sgﬂﬁhas no chrohological correla—
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tion with that of ﬁhe\ggé.ﬂobody knows for sure which prededed whi ch.
In this myth eppears the sibling rivalry which is common to other
stories,suchas the origin of the lightning and of thet of +the Pinolitc—
cos themseslves.There were 3 brothers.The youngest discoversd a tree
in whose top there wes a beehive.Hde invited his older Dbrothers +to
go with him to gether honey.The two older ones climbed up and starting
eating the honey but would only throw little balls of chewed up wax
o the youngest waiting underneath.After a time of getting only wax
peclets in spite of his begging for sore honey, the youngest brother
began to throw the pellets ageinst the tree, which fell killing the
two older brothers.

+he young boy returned to the house and told his mother.In
those days there was a great fair in tovn and one of the tests for
the public was to climg wup an enourmcus rueda de la fortuna.feople
would try unsuccesfully till the boy +old his mother he would Jump

and she should hold on to him.'he mother had a rebbit in her srms

end when they succeded in jumping the mether became the moon.And

the little rabbit can still be seen.The boy became the sun. People were

mad and threw stones a2t them.Cne of them hurt +the wompen's eye and that
is the rsascn why the loon does not give out too bright a light.

Origin myths are really lacking in Finola. This about the sun
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is +the only «ne which explain the beginrings of something.VUthers
referring to animals only explain the origin of cne trait, such as
the one of the buzzard,see above.

About the earth,bod was going to maeke the sun XZxxm=a rise in
the south and set in the ncerth but since the world is very long
in that direction and the day too,then he chenged it making the
Sun rise in the sest and set in the West. ( Pinola is built in
a north-south direction-All the milpas are to the west of the village).

Wost informents state that earth is round, and +&% floats on
a large body of water which surrounds it completely.Only rne said
that the earth was flat and square and made special mention of the
four corners. Interestingly enough even those who spoke about the
roundness oi the earth mentioned the four corners which suggest a

Wal

Tusion oif

pre-colombien with cetholic knwledge. ,he sun lights
the earth and when it sets it illuminates +the part of +the earth
underneath ours where little men have to cover vheir heads with
earthen hats to wrotects themselves from the sun reys, since this
in his course goes much closer to the earth then when he is on our
side.

The origin of the Pinoltecos is on +the hill which overlooks the

village on the -ast side.there tis a cave called wuk Ia' from which
[

two brothers left flying in different directions. LThese beothes were
the ancestors of today Finola and Chiapa de Corzo a town about 100
miles away. Before sterting his flight +he Chiapa man cheated

his brother by inviting him to exchenge lucks. This was bad but

the Finola thought he was getting a better luck.besides he ate too
heavily and starting fliying very high whice +the Chiapa men did not
eat and stertin flying very low but in a stezdy course. Lhe pinolteco

could not resist the flight and had to land soon afterwards right

here in the valley while +the Liiapa went as far as the city of Chigapa
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Vulk Na' figures in prominent place in ¥ nola mythologY hecause
the ancestral cpirits abide there as well as the spirits of the
important living men.

The holy lizize, staple in the pinolteca diet was discovered by

a man upon seeing some ants carrying it.The men begged the ants
to let him know where was the maize stored byx +they refused.lnraged,
the man caught one ants and squezed her in the waist line till
almost kill her, thus the sha pe of ants body now.The ants asked
forgivance and promised to show him,leading him to & big stone under
neath which was the meize.As the man could not enter; not even one

hand  into the narrow opening of the stone,he asked for help
to the woodpecker bird who opened it with his beak.

RED MAIZE Origin myth more elaborated

Its origin is subsequent to thet of regular malze There

was a poor man, lonely and poor and dressed in regs. He was walking
in the woods when somebody asked for help.He looked around for the
voice and soon discovered that it belonged to a monstuous snake that
had been almost cut in two by a machete.The snake spoke to him begging
him to cerry it bo its house.Although the man was terrified at the
sight of the encurmous snimal ,he wound i% around a branch and thus
took it to where the smmke directed him. The door of the house was

opnede by two bullifrog s.The owner of the house was the Thunderboit
father of the snake.Unce inside the poor man was offered wealth

o wathhnge

and one of the Thunderbolt daug hter91au rcmg16 for his kindness.the
bullfrogs turned into beautiful maidens and the snalte into a handsome
young man., The only girl who accepted the man as a2 husband was the
yvoungest and both left the Thunderbolt house.The mnew wife was

very able to cook with the minimum =E amount of maize, perhpas

+wo or three esars of corn would suffice to prepare a huge ceccerole.
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(ne day, she had a whim for "tamales" and asked permission from her
husband to go to the milpa and pick some ears of corn. He said that
it would be all right if she just picked two or three.this she did but
upon returning to her house and putting the corn in one corner of the
hovse, this began to grow and grow Ttill there wes a bBuge pile of it
which covered all the floor. When the husband arrived to the house
and saw the amount of corn he was enraged thinking thiat the wife had
disobeyed him.He beat her +till she started bleeding from the nose
Having nothing else to wipe +the blood with, the wife picked one of
the ears of corn from the floor which remained red ever after and
that is how red corn started.lhe wife died of sorrow for the besting.

Of the origin of animals there is not a single myth but as =said
above their characteristic vhysical traits have found explanaticn
in the “omal stories. It is interesting that 2 common theme runs in
all these stories and it is that the outstanding trait is the result
of punishment,usuvally brought upon the enimal because of +oo much
pride or a desire to outsmart other animals or such.

The rabbit was very naughty =nd ate the corn in the fields.
—_—
The thunderbolt made a doll of wax and left it in the milpa.Thre
rabbit came and tal:ed to the doll but she weuld not answer. lisd
at the silence intented %o kick her but upon raising his leg ,this
gtuck to the wax doll.The rabitt raised a second leg to attempt again
and his second leg stuck ‘o the wax, till his four legs were deeply
imbedded in the wax.Then the owner of the milpa ( magical owner) came
and as punishment cut the rabbit's nose. The long ears of the rabbit
originated because he wanted to dutsmart all animals and +they pulled
them t1ill they hurt and grew.
Another origin myth refers to the Mute Thunderbolt ( Lightning)

Here we Tind again the two brothers.the youngest refused systematiczll v
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the food cooked by the oldest.this last, intrigued by this followea
his little brother and saw him enter a cave where there were many
Thunderbolts.All of them were partaking of a magical benquet with
large amounts of minute tortillas served in dishes equally small but
that never seemd to end.The Thunderbolts were surprised to see

the eclder brother looking on at t.em but they invited him +o step
in and to eat with them.lhey were going to test him. To this end
they gave him a piece of Tope which he was supposed to cut but

the sheer strngth of his pull.When he was trying the rove exploded
in four parta which flew in different direction and the man fell
into the sea where he died.The zs®e became the lightning. (or the

man®? )

In the environment closer o0 the finolteco, the mountains
the corn fields » the house he inhabits, the water holes ,all are
the abode of supernatural being whose very strength is dangerous
for the common individual and only the powerful human beings can
€0 close to.In some cases <these beings must be bropiciated, in
others +the nly solution is to keep away from +the specifiec loci

If we start by considering the advgnced (or frontiers)
points of the magical cosmos and progress +toward the closest, that
in which he finds protection and rest, his own home, we will
understend how ‘the enviromment is po-ulated by beings which
rarticinate of the dual powers of meiltetiles ang curers.That is
they protect and punish,

The most advenced points of +the Supernatural map of Pinola
are the "towers" of vigilance ,one close +o the tovm of
Amatenango and the other close to S.Bartolo ( The towers hames are

Amaihuitz and lewakash, in fact they are hills).From them the guardisn
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watch so no disease will enter Pinola from these towns.The meiltatiles

end lower guardisns in the supernatural hierarchy but in general,the
common man will avoid these places during his trips, as much as he will
avoid the other caves well known as residence of magical beings.
2ithin the village,there are 4 vigilance points which coincide
approximately with the four cardinal pointsy 1 ih the north end of town
where the road lead to the town of S.Cristobal: a second to the south
where the o0ld road to Comitan begins, a third to the east,toward

Soyatitan and a fourth toward °.Bartolo ( remember to clear this mess

about cardinal points especially with the last two).

In the four supernatural vigilance places lives the Thunderbol+t
and the leteor, the two most powerful agents of control.

The caves are particularly dangerous on Thursdays and Fridays
when their door are open and he who ventures close to them can become
sick with magical fright ,usually lethal¥x in these occasions.

lhe corn fields have an owner, +‘hunderbolt. Lhe propiciatory rites
practised in the milpas,have lost vigor(?) as the greatest part of
the ritual in Pinola. Nowadays +the Indians only light candles after
the harvest, while they make the heaps of ears tHor transyportation
to their homes.

Some men go close to these sacred places in order +to ask for
benefits from the supernatura EXERLE dwellers.In order to obtain
wealth ( animals and money ) +the solicitants snter a deal with the
ovner of the place by which this last gives him whetever the other re
quest and a specific span of tinve $o live.After death the man will

rep

®

y the benefits cbtained by serving the owner of the place.
“here are cases of rich living men in Finola sbout whom gossip

is widesypread that they obtained their riches by these pacts.
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The holy earth, sovrce of foods and also linked to the individual does
not have too many rites to propitiate it unless we include the ones in
the house. Yet, dimmediately after the death of a person,they lower
him +to the ground and leave him a few moments, face downward,in contact
with the earthen floor.The object of this being to ask forgiveness

.

for years of hurting the earth with the machetes and of dirtying
with the human spoils.

In the case of magicel fright, even if not practiced by 211 the
curers, it is customary +to go to the place where the spirit"fell"
and return to the house with a hadful of earth in order +to help the
spirit to return.

Lvery p rson passing by a water hole next to which there are
always crosses, throws a flower or a few leaves for the cross, since
this will introduce him to heaven after death.

In the supernatural map of Pinola there are streets, paths
which ths meiltatiles walk at night in ther nocturnal vigil.It is
dangerous to build a house in cne of these paths.These suvernatural
streets do not coincide with the actual s treets of the wvillage,there
Tor nobody can know ahead of +ime. The symptoms of a house in forbidden
ground is tie death of the young children dinhesbiting it and the
agony of continuous nightmares of the adults. Only the curer can

discover,in the pulse of the sick,whether their house is Jlocated
in such a tabu place.the solution is only one; abandon the place and
hopse that the new house will no agesin be in anotlhe sacred street.
The hcuse has a prominent place in the lives of Pincls Indisns.

‘he link between it and ite inhebitents is intimate and lests Throughut
hte life of the human beings .%hen we ccnsider the gardens surrounding
each house , it is man ( see above) who with his poweriul spirit in
Tuences the crops in them.In the case of the house the infiucence is

opposite.The house is alive and has to be propitiated so it will no harm
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*he proof + at the house is zlive is thot it grows old and also
that it has worms.The house has the some dual powers thet other super
natural entities possess,it protects and punishes.The house has its
nagual, a women end it is the nagual that feel envy if it is not
fed. A rite, when building is completed , feeds the house ( clear abeut
his feedeing as intended for the nagual and for the arth).The inhabitants
of the house &are not precent during the ceresmony but delegete the
task to the prestigeivl old men or meybe a curer who knows the
weys of telking to the house. The ol msn talks to the four posts
in the corners of the aouse and measures the exect centre of the
house where ne digs a small hole to deposit the meal. fhere he
will put, candles, liquor, tobacco, flowers and a black rooster
a'ive or asteer hesr. L‘he hole is covered end on'y then the
members of the family enter into the house and all part:ke of a
meal.
The ritual words used are:
"Hendito palo ,bsndita casa,loé @;ias a tus hijos. Todo el tiempo
los tenes en tu somira a Hus hijos.Todo el tiempo tienen que estsr

en tu sorbra.Ahi que lo mire quien llega,abajo de +tu sombra.lo

des permiso que lleguen a parsrse en la sombre de T« ST
i = "

o el
‘ﬁbrjue vos#lgs mirés todo ¢l tiemvo. Crialo = tus hijos. Por eso te
vine a dejar to bocado.ror w.o me mendaron llsmer,me mandaron traer.
No es una gran cosa que te vine a dejer.Perdone Dios Vos los mir:s
a tus hijos."

This rite is imperative for anyone who builds o ho'se.In
tne ceses wheire it is ot dollowed,the inhabitants of the house know

that the house is mad because it meskes noises at night.%“he children

will the first vietim of the house anger and die.
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But +the house is not always such anevious and dengerous entity.
Well fed and contented the house is the protection of man ageinst te
entrance of outside dangers,specially of the witches. The Pinolteco
is spirituelly sttechedto his house as thr ceremonies carried out
in the cese of moving to a new dwelling show,In theses cases the
curer follows the trais from the o0ld to the new house throwing flowers
and calling the spirit,specially that of young children so they will
enfourage it to leawve the o0ld place.C thervi-e the child coula die.
llo news about this rite being practissd for adults.

The moon eclipse takes piace becsuse the large ants ,called
Bahte' in Tzeltal are biting the moon.btnluckily no informants could
g8ay why the =2ttaeck by the ants to the moon. People,upon seen the
eclipse make noises with whatever they get hold of. They sound horns,
shoot rifles, beat cans or drums, -tc and even scream.lhe tecnicue :

\

appers similar to that used incuring of magical fright.As seversl v hAPWA

5
ut it." we, the sons of the mcon call it so she co es backand does

not die".
For the last few years there is an invesion of very hard

grass which is harming the crops endimaking it impossible to clear the
fields.The Finoltecos explain $hid as a resuct of cne of them who thought
he was very smart and went +to Amatenango to :trade corn for Wheat.they
gzve hem a few seeds telling that it was gzood wheat but when planted

in Pinola it grew into this ;grass.lhe people from Amatenango had out-
smarted the Pi nolteco .The attitude of the loecal cultivators is
totally fatslistic.there is nothing to be done because the pinolteco

is to blame.
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