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The fact that I hava been back only a moﬂth and the fleld
data have not been analyzed makes it dirricult 19 generalize and
even to draw ambitiuus hypothepses. - I shall usg, although stremssing
certain aspects, ‘a descriptive criterion which will serve the pur-
pose of prusent.ing the data without pretending to come to. finalj
statements. .

At first, it was my idea to uaJ.l this “Con.t'lict in a Ghiapns
Community." But the word is far too dnngerous, even vhen no ma..‘}or j
field work has been done in the area:in this respect, with the ex—
coption of that of Metzger in Agua.ua.tenango. There ars, on the
other hand, publications which uuv!'er the subjeet of uonrlict from
8 theoretical peint of view. To tackle conflict mig]rt be bayond
tho scopes of the material I have with nej therafo,ra, I have chosen
as a theme to deal with this data, "lLines q;j—t%r n." - Theae lines
of strain can be drawn at intra-personal, inter-personal and inter-
group levels. This is, in a way, easier than trying a causal clas—
gifleation,, Besides, from my point of view it is not yet clear .j
which are the particular causes which determine strain in Pinola.
The fact that Pinola is a community where 4n 80% Indian population
ig "governed" by a Ladino minority and each has a different system
¢f values, or the fast process of change manifested in dress, new '




possibilities of work and the‘cémingliﬁ‘of foreign groups could
explain the strain. On a different level, the. oiganization of
the community in two lados and the maintenance of a traditional
body of Indian authorities based on age and respect while new

leaders are emerging whose action in dealing with political mat-

£

ters does not follow well known ratterns, might as well be men~ v
tioned as a cause. The e _above mentioned _factors, either combinecﬁJ

or acting with differont pressure on the individual, c

an create

tension by the nged which arises to accommodate a. peraonal system
or values, attitudes and activities to the impaet of forcas which

ot —————m e i i

are impinging in his oun small world.

This type of analysis has to uait. For the time being I go
back to the deacription of three different aspects of Pinola soci-
ety which show lines of atr§{n. They are: disease, the revestido
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and the dual community and its leaders. st tenni do d
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DISEASE.-—In Pinola Yhay mucho mal.n There are

"modicos™ with five of which we became pgrsonally acqu |
(f:trangely enough, fourﬂ$‘{é‘u” x\

even witnessed some curing ceremonies.t

Y fws .-(-\FCli-:i_‘i’_.x_-),

several
ainted and

out of these five belong to the same famlly (two brothers and Lo o e

" thelr two nephewa), but they disclaim any poasibility

of family ”w;ﬂ‘

apecialization or/training by their eldersy The truth is that
the parents vwere also Be Thay explain the origin of their
practices as arising from dreams -uring uhich they were taught how

to . cure and ‘which specific techniques they should usa.
vary with the individual curer but .almost all of them
commonr range of disease and can treat: ‘espanto, mal

Llechniquoas

cover the

echo, aire,

colico, disipela, and emgacho. All of ' them use pulsing as an aid

in diagnoaing diseaaa, explaining that the pulse jJumps when there
is(v*mal hech The traditional spots at which pulsing is done

is on place on the wrist, one aide of which.is

to theae there is great va;iety.w(_he elbow, the foot,

assigned to

- pome regions of the body and the oppoaite to the other., But neoxt

the nape

of the neck, the temples are peremptory canters of Pulsing accord-
ing to the possible localigation of diaeaae_] An egg broken in a

1411 of these live in the north side of town.
adge there were no Indian curers in the southern half.

Te our knowl=
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‘bowl of water can aid in diagnosis, according ig{;hf;w?q;in whieﬂ'.
the white and yolk separate. (is for euring, “sach iedico is a '
strong defendant of his particuiar tachniquex‘ Even 1f all of them
usa herba‘thoru &re some accessory means, auch -as bleeding, use of
cupping glass, and particular items of patent medicine to which
they adhere tenaciously. '

The convalescence diet includes a wide range of cold~hot
foods according to the corresponding hot or cold disease which the
patlient has gone through. This concept of hot and cold so foreign
: e

to our culture is Widesprezd and everybody can furnish a detailed
and precise list of items which belong to‘gither category.

Espanto, mal hecho, aire and ¢olico are diseases widespread

in Indian communities. (They roflect tensensss in interpersonal
relations and the explanations which have been o?fE?EE“?EF*EH%m
in any particulayr soclety may be applied to Pinola also.| T will
not deal with them. T ghall tgik about a particular t¥pe of dis-
ease which is very common in this town. The name by which it is

known 1s|"dioipela) poosibly a corruption of Erisipsle. The
f;;Iggi“;;;&mféé;it is 5E§§£I§I;'(anamé). Disipela occurs when
an individual "ae agzaprea" (azarar means to got confused, bewiidarad,
rattled), Ag with many other Spanish words the Ch-spanecos have
introduced a modification in this one saying azarear instead of

Adarar.

Tha . circumstances in whieh one'can bescome sick with disi-
pela are varied, but all of them have an element in commong it .
always happens in a social situation. Here we may recall a few
examples: My godechild, a protty twelve-year-old girl, went to a
fiesta with her father and tha men invited her to dance and tried
1o woo .her; 2 woman fell in the market and her skirt Iflew up;
another woman was mistreatad by her husband in publlie; a very old
woman, skinny and siﬁk, was véry upset every time she went to the
market where others could look at her smaciated face. All of
" these individuals had to be cured after the particular expariences
deseribed. Ve ourselves were cause for our comadre gatting sicek
whan we approsched her in the market, tallked to her and even gave

her some prement for the children. After we left %the scene she



.was éakad many questions about us by onlookers and immediately |,
afterward she felt the first symptoms or‘dia‘ip?f&”’.‘:'&iithoixgh the
situations desecribed are different, a common. theme runs throughi
2ll of them. The individual is subJect to an experience which .
produces embarrassment ang he or ghe is incapable of solving it

-by any meanaj therefore, he gets sick.’

The moat dangerous places are thoge in which groups of

people gather, The market place and_ﬁ@gﬂg;gggégpg"9qp§cia;ly

mfihg_-mm9511;9_13.92?,.._.E_!?E?T___P}EEI_*.{“.TF' A woman who had two
E;ﬁghtera'in their téena_told na thatfahe'did_most of the market-
ing, adding "why should the girls go to the plaga? they are go-
ing to become siclk with disipela." Since most of the petty com~
mercial activities carried on in the market are in charge of womuﬁ
At appears that this sex is more‘orten victim than men, "Men ars
in the field most of the day and there is not so much of an oppor-
tunity.n [ Thig doéa not exclude men, though the instances in which
they becone azareados varies éomahdw from that of ubmep; As sov~
aral 1nformants put it, one of the most likely'OGcasionirin which
4 man may contract disipels is when=ha saya something wrong.
"Sometimes, you know, they cannot talk Spanish well.w This could .
reinforce the idea that disipela arises as a result of Ladino-

" Indian contact but the incidence of it in situations among Indians

only is also'high. :

Which are the axgpnggwqfigigibqlat The most common and
diagnostic ong ia a_resh whieh can be on the legs or on othar parts
of the body. (The gnthropologis erself was victim of one of
these rashes on her legs and duly submitted to a cyie.)- But theres
a&re other symptoms which also denote the dlgeass, Flushes, hsart-
burn, headache and tooﬁhache are among'the-mosﬁ usual onea) It
appaars that if one has a bad tooth disipela can enter 1t. But

of this we have acanty information. The cure consista of blowing
:the patient with a mixture of trage and gal coloradas The curer
£111ls his mouth with the liquid and a few grains of salt and then
blows it in a fine apray over the affac@ed parts and others whish
can be considered vital areas gsuch as head, heart, neck, abdomen

and wrists. On thig there are minor variations, suech as making
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crosses on wrists and elbow before spraying, or skipping them al= -
together. The most professional recipe ror'blowinz {5 made with
an infusion of herbs mixed with trago. I give the names of the
herbs in Spanish: pyuda verbena, h hojita de chacal, xintul, hoja
de corconecillo, orijuela, maisz colorado and twenty cacao beana,
but one gets well on plain trago and colored salts

‘ To the question of E@g_ggggg_ﬂigigg}gmghqwgggyer must be

| ggzgggf, provided that certain elementary requirementa arémfulw
Usually, persons rugsh home after an experience of a kind
which can provoke the dipease and after the first aymptoms appear
they ask their relatives or other persons present in the house to
cure them.- Mothers usually cure their own childfsz} The only
precaution to follow is that if di&ipala has been aused by a man,
the patient should be treated by a man; and if a woman has been
the agent, then the curer ought to be a woman, In my personal
-experience I was sprayed by hoth & man and a woman since it ap--
pearad that I had bacome sick alt a soclal gathering where both
Bexea were present. Babies do not get dipipela, but it appears:
that if the mother becomes aick she pasges it on to the female
child and the father to the male one. In that case, the mother
or father and the child of the corresponding sex have to be cured,
According to one informant the worst disipela is that caused by &
Laedino to an Indian and vice versa. This brings up the question,
i1s this disease known and cured among Ladinos? Our belief is

(/// that 1%t is, though from talks with some Ladinos they seemed to
. have a dorisive attitude to even the thought of it. The disease

%

seems to be known in other communities. In a talk with an Agua~
catenanguera, whea I asked about disipela she did not recognige
it; but when I used the Tzeltal term, she immediately answered
that there was a lot of 1tlin herwvillage.

JIndian cursrs in_P

In fact n;body does. gItouILd,
squivalent of a cold ir’, 8o. '

who Just does not like to cure it."Hq appliea_his effort: to
woraa disaasem.”;-ﬁ ' 9 ‘
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tlon betwésn 1t and more serious slcknesses puch asg eeﬁﬁntb:} Be~
sldes, the fact that it can be cured by a non-special volves

"less trouble ang leas cost and makes it all the easler,/ But yet,
it bothers many a Pinolteco and there are situations whieh they
dread or avoid directly because they are going to get sick.

L’ ﬁgzz;el§ 1s never fatal angd people draw~a;élé§;%di§tinc—
S e

Tha(;xplanatio§ may bs found when we look closely at the
agenis which bring it about, at the rParticular locus in'which it
occurs and at the cure. Eg_ggigggﬁlrwgrigsghirqg_gqci@luPPBtEGtB-
The individual is not equipped with mechdnisms and folea which
help him in faecing certain experiences and ig put in a situation
where (1) he has no appropriate role to Play, and/or (2) any role
he plays will be inconsistent with the expectations of at least
‘8ome portion of hig audience. Yet, by slmple devices he is rein-
gtated into the £roup and ig made to feel that his inept perform-
ancqlhas not alienated him from it.

In order to analy=e more deeply_the widespread occurrence
of this disease two things should be knowns (1) the spread of it
in other more isolated Indian communities, and (2) its Spanish oy
'Indian origin. In short, as it happens in Pincla, a non=fatal and
easily cured sickness may be engendered in a variety of social
situations defined as pathological by the victim and by the seg-
ment of the nociety ﬁith which he is affiliated bséauae of a ten-
dency to produce a measure of social discomfort in the individual.

I‘ﬁduI&'ndt hé surﬁii$5d~if I learned that it is more com-
mon in communities whose membéra are face to face to changing
sltuations and.eapacially when most of the noticeable aspects of
this dynamie pfocoau are still going on, ~

- DRESS.==Dress in Pinola is not so'un;form among Indians
as in other communities of the highlands of Chiapas. The tradi-
tional costume of Wwomen was, many years ago, the E%gsxsgggi, the
white blouse embroidersd and with a square neck line and the white
rebozo. Later it was changed, the skirt to what is called "hiar-
billa," cotton materia] wlth a plaid design in blue and white,

Even ﬁhis has been almost qupletely given up and the reasons
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adduced are that the material has to be bought in, Comitén and &

“that locally only one store® has it and not all the'time.l fIbt,
" the Indian woman keeps uming skirt and blousa despite the wide .

range of variation in patterns of design. There can be seen
floral patterns, .plaids, or solid colors, in materialsg ranging
from cotton to a type of shiny, low Qualit?'aatin. The blouses .
also are white with pPlain embroidery or ribbong in, contrasting
colors. The white rebozo has given place to a brown or gray one
with white thread.interwoven, making a small rattern.

Yet all these differences in dress keop the wearex within '3‘
the classification of Indians, or paturales as they call them= (v-OvOG2W

: Yw,.rg O
selves. The hig °haﬂ5?"£9!m§"H?@?PMéFmﬂhﬁﬂwﬁkfmﬁgepys.ﬁquqps—?ndminkié

and tggﬁmgntomggggggiyM}nclgggg herLgﬂgggwgggmygveatidagr Indi- -
ans seem to be very conscious of the date in which a particular ‘
individual changed costume and mention was made of ‘women who

. oy . v
those All Saintas'® Day to become rgieatidas.“l(]Z£A4ﬂi4l‘C:

PETS——
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Indign-mon_wnar the ankle;léngth calzonqs;of white coarse L C
cotton, white shirt, siraw hats and 2 band around the waist. The
Pinola band is red, yellow, green and blue, but somé Indians wear
a solid red color band and others black, This does not seem to
depend on any particular diatinct;on and when aéked, they answersd,
"I like the red (or the black) one better.,n '

Women ean changg_EREEEﬁqlotﬁingﬂin;atnnﬂhﬁnﬂnpnehngog, in JgFLuwk-
fact, EIE“;EEE;;:;;;;Qni“;g_gégg1a,” Sqma_ﬁeep the traditional ~ cie Cn
hierbil;a skirt but adopt brown-rebbzoa; others change skirts 1USW}TD
flrst. With men the process is differemt. (Tt sppears that they A
adopt allmthe?;;; items of clothing at once9 The white calzones g §
give place to bright blue or bagegy trousers, very tlight at the
ankles; the mash is glven up and the shirt ig more similar to our
common man's shirt, The.hat is the gane as that Indians use,

The use of shoes, sandal type, i3 more permanent than with Indi-

ans, but it is not unusual to aze revegtidos bgrofoot{kﬂpauﬁnrrﬂ

A detailed identification of who becomes a revestido is
ﬂifficult; an analysis of 333&32359225}5 premature, and wa can

lInformanta agree that the process of ‘elothing change has
grevatly accelerated in the last 10-15 years.
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only conjecture about it, We know ef no whola.famizggh»wﬁb de~

- cilded to change from one type of clothing to the othér, but on

the other hand,/ws have several instances where most of Lhe mem~
bers of the family wear the traditional Indian costume while one
of the members ig a revestido, and vice versa, In one of theh'
cases a member of a very traditional family-~a brother-~had been
away working in the fincas for tunntylyear; and’ had returned to
‘Pinola where he was being helped by his brothers to acquire some
land and animala. He had spent his twenty yearnjaway working in
the area of Tapachula and had even married ther;fand kept a store;
but when we met him he had been back a few years;.had married a
Piholteca, and was well on his waf to obtaining a productive plot
of land. He spoke well of his brothers and indeed on many occa-=
sions we saw them togethar and they seemed to get along amieably,
Yot in spite of his reintegration with the family, he still dressed
ag a revestido. ) S

However, the opposite case iaﬂggt unkpoun.A(Some revestido
nen deny the knowlédge of Tzeltal /Z;E;;§§\and even pretend to have
no relationship with membefa of t;%‘fiﬁii§/;ho are obviously
dressed as Indiang. In only'one case the mother, dressed in tra-
ditional Indian clothing but very much an enterprising personality

(she travelled every week to Teopisca or San Cristébal to sell and

2

was very open in her treatment of all kinds of people) said she »&)
had decided to drsss her two girls as revestidas bacause it "was (|*¢ |
) bettér.“- . : 5 X e _""'"'. T | A"%\N‘\éﬂhh
: PR P
As-far as a change of activity is concerned for revestidos W 5

it is our general impregsion that the& maintein the traditional - L~
cultivation of theiz fields)even if some have accessory occupations
such as:- carpentors, marimberos, curers, barbers, etc. L4

Indlans talk about revestidos, regretting that these turn
-thelr backs on thoir families. 9They don't know us any mora," .
This sounds like an exaggeration since thero are individuals who Y
Beem to lead a peanceful 1life within the family circle in splte of \
thelr belng reveshidos. '

Ah ndividﬁ;i' Lo change from his traditional

dress may happen uﬁ/;;;ﬁ;;;} There 1s the case of one family with
e,
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five children between the ages of 7 and 14, four of which wore
Indian dress while one of them, about twelve ye&rn cld, “Was reves-
tido., The parenta were "dreased." S Nl tn

It is hard to say what new poasibilitiea are open to the

revestido. Several of them have been away wurking in the fincas

but we have no figures as to the percentages within the revestido
aaction, nor do we know how long they have atayed. Figures are
also lacking with respect to the amount of revestidos within the
total population and of the proportion of women to men-who have
changed from tradition dressy From the point of view of the Ladi-

.nos, the } revestido is always a .revestido Indian. 1In a village as

1arge -as Pinola, face~to-face contacts are not always possible,
but in many cases, when the revestido is personally known, the
Ladinos keep a mental record of the change.~This does not nullify
Wahrhaftig?s statement on the process of fraternmization in which
Ladinos will perhaps come into closer relations when certain dis- |
tinetions are blurred. Even where this is so, and-it?may have
taken place as a very slow process, it does not alter the fact
that the process of chénge is somehow accompanied with a change

in attitudes which need adjustméht in the individual and also on
the part of the mociety in which he lives. |

This section about the revestido ls very écanty in informa-
tion, {We have not been abla to go daaply inte it ainee, as a re=
saarch\problem, it needs a spaclal approach which we lacked time
fors) It may prove interesting for future research. Life histories,
new aconomic¢ activities, a£€1£EE;§j_;£iuaa and interaction of the
revestido, all this should be included in any attempt to explain
this sectlon of Plnolats population which seoms to be growing every
day. ‘No study of the revestido could stop in the loeal community
elther. To know which are the formal or informal presaures which

act from the outsida is also important.

The inclusion of the revestido in presenting lines of
strain in Pinola was done on two pieces of information: (1) the Z
fact that many a time we heard complaints stating that the reves~
tidos were much worse than the Ladinoe, meaning that they turned !
their backs on thelr past and disclaimed membership in the Indian

&
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group;/(2) from ouyr direct-exéériénée We #gﬁ'ﬁéﬂyargggftgdoa re=
fueing to admit knowledge of Thaltal'languagﬁﬁandﬁﬁbnying kinship
ties with people to whom they were obfiously related. It is at

. loaat a temporary gatage of atfain for an individual who, fgg_gggr
sons beyond our knowledgr, makes the Jump from a traditionally
‘oriented group to another in which new posaibiliiiea may be un=—

certain, e

&ﬁmﬂM@inm III | .

THE DUAL COMMUNITY.~=Pinola is, togethe? with other communi-
ties of the Chiapas highlands,forganized on a dual §§3§a.' It was
not sasy for us to find this dual division, the members of-the
'hierarchy in each section or cthep pertinent details. The first
mention we ever heard of heehlﬁq@l“ﬂg}mgyggﬁégdo," the other side,
was made by an informant early in our atay, who sald that when he
was-young, men could not go to the other side of town to court .
girlé'hecaubo they were beatenqamacheteadoa and chased away. He
inslisted that that custom was long gone and that now “eatamos
todos entreverados."” This typa of,informatigg continued for a
long time. Whenever we asked about Qrincipales or other members
of the hierarchy,. the answers followed-the same lines. They are
all dead; now fe are on our own and if socmebody needs something,

+ 1f he can talk then he arranéae 1t; otherwise he goes to somebody
who can talk on his behalfs Unluekily this misled us for a long ~
time and the fact that a few strong personalities among Indians
seemed to be the leaders because they had bridged the;gap ﬁ;th the
Ladino world did not help us much either., For some time we ag-

sumed that Pinolaftg cig;;;h;gnarchy.hadrﬂiﬂ&ppﬁarﬂdhgltgggthpr”to
sive way %o new leadbrs Who, in that community, could get the best
| Tor the group they were rspressenting but always in terms of their
. ‘capabiiity to exprass needs aﬁd'elaimqm;pipadinq tarm;f The moat
& etFlking personali%};“Eﬁﬁmﬁﬁ;“;ﬁémﬁhich'everybod}'ﬁéc pted -as the
. leading Indian man, uaqéM;:c., president of the Comisariado EJidal.
Noxt to him there wwrefﬁwc;qthar figures: an old ‘man who apparent=
1y derived his inf}uenéé from close contacts with the priest; and
‘a@nother who had been president of the Comisariado inm formep years
knew how to read and writs well and could presantlanyrgass before

the avthoritiea. At this point we found ourselves at a dead end.







